
.iBizxl pnrtuiat to the provisions o( the

Jvaty of Washington.
filgtUKlSK TH.KaRAM~CAN.tS.

The e!eetr:e telegraph ha* beeomenn essen*

liilumi ir.iihpcnaihh arent in the transoiis-

rf>n cf htwnens and social messages. Its

,^jKin on land and within tbe iimft of

ilnicvlsr Stiles is necessarily under (be

tfiiriv! of the jurisdiction xrltpin which it

f,vrtU\ The iwis on the high seas, bow-

fftr. *-re rof sttijecl to the particular con-

;.-,r ofar.y one Government. In 1$09 a con.

(rwn wa.« granted by the French Govoru-

Crrt lo n company which proposed fo lay n

cib'.c from the shores cf France to tbe

. At f h.-if time there was a
- .'»« rr.tt

u .J"! ^vs^ion' 0/ (*reai
M ' iiae under tbe c«introl of an asweia.

M ?\r * . -ch hid a: Isrjre outlsy of capital and

i . -rS; ri-K demo»str.ircJ the practicability
f j *..*', -tainitu-Mirh means ofcommunication.

: i -C c-k\ of e irrespoudence by this agency

jjj -rwi-posriMy not loo large at the time

a^^prrtmuaentloa for so hazardous

h «»- <> co>tiy »" enterprise. It was, how-

0 ,rr i b«vr cfnrge upon a rce»ns of com-

& L- r'ic.tiioa which the progress in the social

£ .J commfrcia! intercourse of the wortd

f'njkti to *><"' 3 necessity, and tbe obtaining
tftai* French concerton showed that other

F V-u! ^3fl tJja? > Iready invested was ready
1 :'0 rsur inro competition with assurance of

jl rfraae re vro tor i:s outlay. Impressed
* ? -i ;!:e c vi:\ ieti >n that the interests not

; -.> of tbe p <0ple of the Uuited States, but

J y! ;be world at large, demanded, or

jr .3 drtuir.d, the multiplication of

c.-u niMr> of ooinmuniotUon between
rs

*.- ti»IM!> 0! (XHUUiuuivatiwu

^r, rs". continents I wa? desirous that the

| conncc'ion should be made, but

j rerrsin r r- vi-ion^ of this concession were

g (jftrnfJ b> me to be ol.reilonahle, partieu-
* . which srave for a bn£ term of years

| .y' witisive right of telegraphic communi¬
sm. ^ n t»v submarine cable, between tbe

$ !'. -,Vof 'France and tbe United States. I
i not concede tlut any power should

S'i > u rat- ri^' tit to hud a cable on tbe shores

|i ' I'ni < I State* and at tbe same time

I] i' tb:> United States, or to its cit'zens
! ,Vj j: '.'". 1111 equal right to land a cable on
F I'he right to control the condi-

.' .
' - ! ' hying of a cable within the ju-

r,... nd water* of the United States, to
ctir shore* with those of any foreign

l:. * ; .
.In* exclusively to the Governmeat

United Mates, under such limita-
aid conditions as Congross may

In tbe absence of legislation
r » til-re - I W3s unwilling on the one

l ; m v..t i a foreign State the right to say

I n i ?- ^'.Mntees might land on our shores
w:. i' denied a similar right to our people

t < .>r, I "P. i.> >bores; and on the other hand
1 n - Muetant to deny to the great interests
g{ : i t* world and of civilizition tbe facilities

*.icb communication as were proposed. I
ibercfore withheld any resistance to the land-

of '.be cable on condition that the ofl'en-
. y<- monopoly feature of the concession be

abirdoucd, ;iud tbat tbe right of any cable
whi h may be established by authority of

, t\> liovernment to land upon French terri-
tor; . and to connect with French land-lines
and* -T.py ali tbe necessary facilities or privi-
lege* incident :o the u*c thereof upon as

/avi ral'io it rms as any other company, be con-

c-d< d. As : be result thereof the company in
qti- -Uon renounced the exclusive privilege,
smith'. n preventative ol France wasinform-
tJ that, understanding this relinquish-
a;rnt to be construed as granting the
entire reciprocity and equal facilities
which bad beeu demanded, the oppo¬
sition to the landing of the cable was with¬
drawn. The cable, under this French conces¬
sion. was Jaoded in tbe month of July, 1869,
and bas been an efficient and valuable agent
ot communication between this country and
the other continent. It soon passed under
tbe control, however, of those who bad the
management of tbe cable connecting Great
iiriu:n with

^

this contiuent, and thus
whu'.cver benefit, to tbe public might have
en-ii'd from competition between tbe two
lines was lost, leaving only tbe greater facil-
itif-.- of an additional line and tbe additional
recurity in case of accident to one of them,
liut these increased facilities and thi§ addi¬
tional security, together with the control of
tbe combined capital of the two companies,
gave also greater power to prevent the fu¬
ture construc:ion of other lines, and to limit
the control of telegraphic communication
between tbe two continenis to those possess¬
ing the lines already laid. Within a few
months past a cable has been laid, known as

tue United States Direct Cable Company,
connecting the United States directly with
Great Britain. As soon as this cable was
reported to be 'aid and in working order tbe
rate? of the then existing consolidated com¬

panies were greatly reduced. Soon, how¬
ever, a bre: k was announced in this new

caMe, and immediately the rates of the other
line, which had been reduced, were again
raised. This cable being now repaired, the
rates appear not to be reduced by either
line from those formerly charged by
the consolidated companies. There is
reason to believe that large amounts of
capital both at home and abroad are ready to

profitable investment in the advance¬
ment of this useful and most civilizing
means of intercourse anel correspondence.
They await, however, the assurance of the
means and conditions on which they may safe¬
ly be made tributary to tbe general good. As
these cable-telegraph lines connect separate
Slates there are questions as to their organi¬
zation and controi w hich probably can be
best if not solely settled by convention be¬
tween the respective States. In the absence,
however, of international conventions on
the subject, municipal legislation may secure
many points which appear to me important,
if not indlspensable,for tbe protection of the
public against the extortions which may re-
suit from a monopoly of (be right of operat¬
ing cable telegrams or from a combination
between several lines.

First. No line shonld be allowed to laud
on the shores of the UDlted States under tbe
concession from another power which does
not admit the right of any other line or
I nes formed in the United States to land
and freely connect with and operate through
its lacd-lines.
Second. No line should be allowed to

land on tbe shores of the United States
w.'iich is not, by treaty-stipulation with the
dovernm-jnt from whose shores it proceeds,
0- by prohibition iu it charter, or otherwise
to the satisfaction of this Government, pro¬
hibited from consolidating or amalgamating
with any other cable-telegraph line, or com¬

bining therewith for tbe purposeofregulatiDg
and maintaining the cost ot telegraphing.

3d. All lines should be bound to give pre¬
cedence in tbe transmission of tbe official
messages of the Governments of tbe two.

e 'Untriea between which it may belaid.
4tb. A power should be reserved to the

two Governments, either conjointly or to
each, as regards tbe messages dispatched from
H-! snores, to fix a limit to the charges to be
demanded for the transmission of messages.

I present this subject for the earnest con¬
sideration of Congress.

In the mean time, and unless Congress
otherwise direct, 1 eball not oppose the
licding of any telegraph-cable which com¬
plin with and assents to tbe points above
enumerated, but will feel it my duty to pre¬
vent the landing of any which does not con-
f"rm to -.henrst and second points as stated,
R"'d which will not stipulate to concede to
this Government tbe precedence in the
transmission of its official messages and Will
cot enter into a satisfactory arrangement
*itb regard to its charges.
J'KAlDCLEfjT NATURALIZATION AXB EXPATRIA¬

TION.
. Among the pressing and important sub-
J- cts to which, in my opinion, the atientioc
oi Congress should be directed are those re¬

lating to fraudulent naturalization and expa¬
triation.
The United States, with great liberality,

(-tiers its citizenship to all who in good faith
c>znp)y with the requirements of law.
These requirements are as simple and upon

favuraole terms to tbe emigrant as tbe
k'&h privilege to which he is admitted can
or should permit. I do not propose any ad¬
ditional requirements "to tho.se which the

demands; but the very simplicity
&ud the WHnt of necessary formality
in our law have made fraudulent nalti-
'ilization not infrequent, to the discredit

injury of all honest citizens, whether
dative or naturalized. Cases of this charac¬
ter are continually being brought to the bo-.
:.iCc of the Government by our rppresenta«
iivt'o abroad, and also those of person* jre%iV
e ;U la other ountric3 mw t frequently.

Those who, If Itiay have remained in ihfe
country long enough to entitle tneai to "be.
come naturalized^ have generally not much
overpassed that period, and have returned to
the country of their origin, where they
reside, avoiding all duties to the
United States by their absence, and
claiming to be exempt from ail duties to the
country ol their nativity and of their real-
deuce by reason of their alleged naturaliza¬
tion. It is due to this Government itself,
and to the grqpt mass of the naturalized citi¬
zens, who entirely, both in name and In fact,
become citizens of the United States; that the
high privilege of citizenship of the United
Stales should not be held by fraud or in de¬
rogation of the laws and the good name of
every honest citizen. 4 On many occa¬
sions it has

<
been brought to the

knowledge of the Government that
certificates of naturalization are held,

! and protection or interference claimnfl, by
parties who admit that not only they were
not within the United States at the time of
the pretended naturalization, but that they
have never resided in the United States. In
others the certificate aud record of the
court show on their face that the person
claiming to be naturalized had not resided
the required time In the United States; in
others it is admitted; upon examination, that
the requirements of law have not been com¬
plied with. In some cases, even such certifi¬
cates have been matter of purchase. These are
not isolated case?, arisicg;at rare intervals,
but of common occurrence, and which are
reported from all quarters of the globe.
Such occurrences cannot and do not til) to
rcflect upon the Government and Inspire all
honest citizcns. Such a fraud being discov¬
ered, however, there* is no practicable means
within the control of the Government by
which the record of naturalization can be
vacated ; and should the certificate be taken
up, as it usually i£, by the diplomatic and
consuUr representatives of the' Government
to whom it may have been presented, there is
nothing to prevent the person claiming to
have been naturalized from obtaining a new
certificate from the court in place of that
which has been taken from him. Tbe evil
has become so creat and of such frequent
occurrence that I cannot too earnestly recom¬
mend that some effective measures be adopted
to provide a proper remedy and means for
tbe vacating of any record tbus fraudulently
made and of punishing the guilty parties to
tbe transaction. In this connection I refer
al^o to the question of expatriation and the
election of nationality.
The United States was foremost in up¬

holding the right of expatriation, and was

principally instrumental in overthrowing tbe
doctrine of perpetual allegiance. Congress
has declared the rigbt of expatriation to be a

natural and inherent rigbt of ah people;
but while many other nations have enacted
laws providing what formalities shall be
necessary te work a change of allegiance the
United States ba9 enacted no provisions of
law, and ba3 in no respect marked out how
and when expatriation may be accomplished
by its citizens. Instances are brought to tbe
attention of the Government where citizens
of the United States, either naturalized or

native-born, have formally become citizens
or subjects of foreign powers, but who,
nevertheless, in tbe absence of any provisions
of legislation on this question, when involved
in difficulties, or when it seems to be
to their interest, claim to be citizens
of the United States and demand the
intervention of a Government which tbey
have long since abandoned, and to which for
years they bave rendered no service nor held
themselves in any way amenable. In other
cases naturalized citizens immediately after
naturalization have returned to their native
country; bave become engaged in business;
have-accepted offices or pursuits inconsistent
witu American citizenship, and evince no

intent to return to tbe United States until
called upon to discharge some duty to
tbe country where they are residing,
when at once they assert their citizenship
and call upon tbe representatives of the Gov¬
ernment to aid them in their unjust preten¬
sions. It is but justice to all bona fide citi¬
zens that no doubt should exist on such
questions, and that Congress should deter¬
mine by enactment of law how expatriation
may be accomplished and change of citiz2n-
snip be established.

PROTECTION OF AMERICAN WOMEN.

I also invite your attention to the neces¬

sity of regulating by law the status of Ame¬
rican women wlrt? may marry foreigners, and
of defining more fully that of children born
in a foreign country of American parents
who may reside abroad, and also of some
further provision regulating or giving legal
effect to marriages of American citizens con¬

tracted in foreign countries. The corre¬

spondence submitted herewith shows a few
of tbe constantly-occurring questions on

these points presented to the consideration
of the Government. There are few subjects
to engage the atteution of Congress on which
more delicate relations or more important
interests are dependent.
ARCHIVES AND VALUABLE PAPERS PROPERLY

CARED FOB.
In the month of July last the building

erected for the Department of State was
tukeu possession of and occupied by that De¬
partment. I am happy to anuouncc that the
archives and valuable papers of tbe Govern¬
ment in tbe custody of that Department are

now safely deposited and properly cared for.
REVENUE AND FINANCE.

The report of the Secretary erf tbe Treasury
shows tbe receipts from customs for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1874, to have been
$163,108,833 69, and for tbe Hscal year ending
June 30, 1875, to have been $157,167,722.35-

a decrease for the last fiscal year of $5,936,-
111.34. I&eceipts from internal revenue for
the year ending 30th of June, 1874, were

§102,409,7S4.90, and for tbe year ending 30th
of Juoe, 1875, $110,007,493.58;. increase, $7
597,708.65.
Tbe report also shows a complete history

of the workings of the Department for the
last year, and contains recommendations for
reforms aud for legislation which I concur

in, but cannot comment on so fully as I
should like to do if spacft would permit, but
will confine myself to a few suggestions
which I look upon as vital to the best
interests of the whole people. Coming
within the purview of ** Treasury," I mean
specie-resumption. Too much stress cannot
be laid upon this question, and 1 hope Con¬
gress may be induced, at the earliest day
practicable, to insure tbe completion of the
act of the lost Congress at its last session to

bring about specie-resumption "on and after
the first d:iy of January, 1879," at farthest.
It would be a great blessing if this could be
consummated even at an earlier day. Noth¬
ing seems* to me more certain than that a full,
healthy, and permanent reaction cannot take
place in favor of the industries and financial
welfare of tbe country until wo return to a

measure of values recognized throughout
the civilized world. YVbile we use a cur¬

rency not equivalent to this standard.tbe
world's recognized standard.specie be¬
comes a commodity like the products of the
soil, the surplus seeking a market wherever
there is a demand for it. Under our present
system we should want none, nor would we

have any were it not that customs-dues must
be paid in coin, and because of the pledge
to pav interest on the public debt is
coin the yield of precious metals wpuld
flow out for the purchase of foreign prodnc-
tions, and leave tbe United States *' hewers
of wood and drawers of water" because of
wiser legislation on the subjects of finance
by tbe nations with whom we have dealings.
I am fiot prepared to say that I can suggest
the best legislation to secure the end most
heartily recommended. It will be a eource
of great gratification to me to be able to ap¬
prove any measure of Congress looking
effectively toward securing resumption. Un¬
limited inflation would probably bring about"
specie-payments more speedily than any
legislation looking to the redemption of the
legal-tenders in coin, but it would be at the

expense of honor.. The Jegal-tenders would
bave no value beyond settling present lia¬

bilities, or, properly speaking, repudiating
tbem. The" would buy nothing after their
debts were settled.
There are a lew measures which soemto

me important in this connection, and which
I commend to your earnest consideration.^ A

repeal of so much of the legal-tender act as

makes these notes receivable for debts con¬
tracted after a date to l?e fixed in the act
itself, say cot later than the. 1st of January,
1S77. We should then have quotations at
real values, cot Gctitjous ones. Gold would
no longer1be at* premium,, bpt currency at
a discount. A healthy reaction would set in

91 once, anrt wjlhita deai^to snake the cur¬
rency equal to what it purports to be* ~~Tbemerchants, mwofaeturew, and tradesmenM
feyery calling could do business on a fair «*rwjgin or profit. The money to be receivedhaving an unvarying value, laborer) and allclasses who work for stipulated pay or salarywould receive more for their Income,because extra profit would no longerbe! charged by the capitalist to com¬
pensate for the rfck of a downward fine*
tuition In the value of the currency.Second. That the Secretary of the Treasurybe authorized to redeem, aay not to exceed
two million dollars monthly of legal-tendernotes by iwulug In their stead a long bond
bearing Interest at the rate of &6& per cent,
peranuum, of denominations ranging' fromfifty dollars to one thousand dollars each.
This would In time reduce the legal-tender
notes to a volume tbatcould be kept afloat
without demanding redemption in large
sums suddenly. Third. That additional
po*er be given to the Secretary of the Trea¬
sury to accumulate gold far final redemption
either by increasing revenue, curtailing ex¬
penses, or both. It is preferable to do both ;
and I recommend that a reduction of expen¬
ditures be made wherever it can be done
without .impairing Government obligations
or crippling the due execution thereoi. One
measure for increasing the revenue, and the
only one I think of, is: the restoration of the
duty on tea and coffee. These duties would
add probably $18,000,000 to the present
amount received from imports, and would
in no way increas^the prices paid for these
articles by the consumers. These articfes
are the products of countries collecting
revenue from exports, and, as we, the
largest consumers, reduce tbe duties tbej
proportionally increase them, with Ibw
addition to tbe revenue many dxrle3 now |
collected, and which give but an insignificant
return for tbe cost of collection, might
be remitted, and to the direct advantage
of consumers at home. I, would mention
those articles which enter into manufac¬
tures of all sorts. All duty p3id upon such
articles goes directly to tbe cost of the arti¬
cles when manufactured here, and must be
paid for by the consumers. These duties not
only come from tbe consumers at home, but
uct as a protection to tbe foreign manufac¬
turers of tbe same completed articles in out
own and distant markets. I will^ suggest,
or mention, another subject tearing upon
tbe problem of how to enable the Secretary
of the Treasury to accumulate balances : It
is to devise some better metbod of verifying
claims ugainst tbe Government thin at pre¬
sent exists through the Court of Claim3.
especially those claims growing out of tbe
late war. Nothing is more certain
than that a very large percentage
of tbe amounts passed and paid are

either wholly fraudulent or are far in excess
of the real losses sustained. Tbe large amount
of losses proven, on eood testimony, accord¬
ing to existing laws, by affidavits of fictitious
or unscrupulous persons, to have been sus¬

tained on small farm? and plantations, are

not only far beyond the possible yield of
tbose places for any one year, but, as every
one knows who has had experience in till¬
ing tbe soil, and who has visited tbe scenes
of these spoliations, are, in many instances,
more than tbe individual claimants were ever

worth, including their personal and real
estate. The report of the Attorney-General,
which will be submitted to Congress at an'

early day, will contain a detailed history of
awards made and of claims pending of the
cla93 here referred to.

MILITARY AFFAIRS.
The report *of tbe Secretary of War, ac¬

companying this message, gives a detailed
account of army operations for tbe year just
passed, expenses for maintenance, etc., with
recommendations for legislation, to wbich I
respectfully invite your attention. To some
of these 1 invite special attention: First.
The necessity of making three hundred thou¬
sand dollars of tbe appropriation for the sub¬
sistence department available before tbe be¬
ginning of the next fiscal year. Without
tbis provision troops at points distant from
supply-production must either go without
food or tbe existing law must be violated.
It is not attended with cost to the Treasury.
Second. His recommendation for the enact¬
ment of a system of annuities for tbe fami¬
lies of deceased officers by the voluntary de¬
ductions from the monthly pay of officers.
This, again, is not attended with burden
upon the Treasury, and would for the future
relieve much distress, which every old army
officer has witnessed in the past of officers
dying suddenly, or being killed, leaving fami¬
lies without even tbe means of reaching their
friends, if fortunate to have friends to aid
them. Third. Tbe repeal of tbe law abolish¬
ing mileage, aud a return to the old system.
Fourth. The trial with torpedoes, under tbe
corps of engineers, and appropriations for
tbe same. Should war ever occur between
the United States and any maritime power
torpedoes will be among if not tbe most
effective and cheapest auxiliary for the de¬
fence of harbors, and also in aggres¬
sive operations, that we can have. Hence
it is advisable to learn by experiment!
their best construction and application as
well as effect. Fifth. A permanent organiza¬
tion for tbe Signal-Servica Corps. This ser¬

vice has now become a necessity ef peace as
well as war under tbe advancement made by
the Dresent able management. Sixth. A re¬
newal of the appropriation for compiling.the
official records of tbe war, etc,

THE navy.

The condition of our navy at tbis time is a
subject of satisfaction. It does not contain,
it is true, any of the powerful cruising iron¬
clads which made so much of tbe maritime
strength of some other nations, but neither
our continental situation nor our foreign pol¬
icy requires that we should have a large num¬
ber of ships of this character, while the situ¬
ation and the nature of our ports combine to
make those of other nations little dangerous
to us under any circumstances. Our navy
does contain,however, a considerable number
|pf iron-clads of the monitor class, which,
though not properly cruisers, are powerful
and effective for harbor defence and for ope¬
rations near our own shores. Of these, all
tbe single-turretted one?, fifteen in number,
have been substantially rebuilt.their rotten
wooden beams replaced with iron, their
hulls strengthened, and their engines and
machinery thoroughly repaired.so tbat tbey
are now in the most efficient condition and
ready for sea as soon as tbey can be manned
and put in commission. The five double-
turretted iron clads belonging to our navy,
by far the most powerful of our ships for
fighting purposes, are also in hand under¬
going complete repairs, and could be ready
for sea in. periods varying from four
to six months. Wilh . these completed
aecord'.ng to the present design, find
our two iron-turretted boats now ready,
our iron-did fleet will be, for the purpose of
defence at home, equal to any foroe tbat can

readily be brought against It. Of our wooden
navy, also cruisers of various sizes to the
number of about forty, including those now
in commission, are in the Atlantic, and could
be ready for duty as fast as men could be en-
listed for those not already In commission.
Of these, one third are in effect new ships;
and though some of tbe remainder need
considerable repair to their boilers and ma¬

chinery they all are, or can readily be made,
effective. This constitutes a. fleet of -more
than fifty war-ships, of which fifteen
ate iron-clads, now in hand on the
Aiantic coast. The navy has teen
brouc^t to tbis condition by a judicious and
practical application of what could be spared
from the current appropriations of- the last
few years, and from that made to meet the
possible emergency of two years ago,

^
It

has been done quietly, without proclamation
or display, and though it has necessarily
straitened the Department in its ordinary
^expenditures, and as far a3 tbe iron-clads are

concerned has added nothing to the cruising
force of tbe navy, yeLthejresult-is not the
less satisfactory, because 16 la to be found in

a great increase of real rather than apparent
foroe. The expenses incurred In the wam-
tenance of an effective naval force in all its

I branches are necessarily large, but such
force Is essential to our position, relations,and
character, and. affects seriously the weigh*
of our principles and policy throughout
the whole sphere of national responsibili¬
ties. The estimates for the regular sup-
port of tbis branch of the smiM for the
06xt y6sr amount to a little less in tbe ag*

.maintenance 01 wis «»**, . V.
of MHSing. importance. :«t. this. lime. It
would, In »y opinion, be wise at once to

mm #waiw

com plet ion of fche fire double-turretted inon! .

tors now undergofng repair*, whfcfs must
otherwise advance slowly, and only as money
can be spared from current expenses. .Sup¬
plemented by these, our navy, armed with
tbe destructive weapons of modern warfare,
manned by our seamen, and in charge of onr
instructed officers, will presents force power¬
ful for the bome purposes of a responsible
though peaceful nation.

POSTOFPICB D8I*A»TKET»T.
Tbe report of the Postmaster-General,

herewith transmitted, gives a full history of
tbe workings of tbe department for the year
just pest. It will be observed that tbe defi¬
ciency to be supplied from tbe general trea¬
sury increased over the amooot required for
tbe preceding year* in a country so vast in
area as the United States, with large por>
tiocs sparsely settled, it must be expected
that this important service will be more or
less a burden upon tbe treasury for many
.years to come. But there is no branch of
the public service which interests tbe whole
people more than that of ebeap and rapid
transmission of tbe mails to every inhabited
part of our territory. Next to tbe free
school the post-offlce.is tbe great educator of
^be people, and it may well jeceive tbe sup¬
port of the General .Government. The
subsidy of $150,000 per annum given
to vessels of the United States for carrying
tbe mails between;Jtfew York and Bio
de Janeiro having ceased on tbe
30th day of September last we are
without direct mail facilities with th9 South
American States. This If greatly to "be re-

gretted, and I do not hesitate to recommend
the authorization of a renewal of that con¬
tract, and also tfaat the service Tnay be in¬
creased from monthly to seml-tfloDtbly trips.
The commercial advantages to be gained by
a direct,llRe of American steamers to the
South American States wiH far outweigh the
expense of the service. By act of Congress
approved March 3, 1875, almost all matter,
whether properly mail-matter or not, may
be sent, any distance through the mails in
packages not exceeding four pounds in
weight for the sum of sixteen cents per
pounct. So far as the transmission of real mail-
matter gees, thi3 would seem entirely proper,
but I suggest that the law be so amended as

to exclude from the mail3 merchandise of all
descriptions, and limit this transportation to
articles enumerated and which may be
classed as mail-matter proper.

BLACK HILLS AND INDIAN AFPAIRS.

The discovery of gold in the BlacK Hills,
a portion of the Sioux reservation, has had

the effect to Induce a large emigration of
miners to that point. Tnus far the effort
to protect the treaty-rights of the Indiaos to
that section ha3 been successful, but the next
year willcertuinly witness a large increase of
such emigration. The negotiations for the
relinquisbmentofthegold.fieid3 having failed,
it will be necessary for Congress to adopt
some measure to relieve the embarrassment
growing out of the causes named. The
Secretary of the Interior suggests that the
supplies now appropriated for the suste¬
nance of the people being no longer obliga¬
tory under the treaty of 1868, but simply a

gratuity, may be issued or withheld at bis
discretion. The condition of the Indian
Territory, to which I have referred in several
of my former annual messages, remains prac¬
tically unchanged. The Secretary of the In¬
terior has taken measures to obtain a full re¬

port of the condition of that Territory, and
will make it the subject of a special report
at an early day. It may then be neces¬

sary to make some further recommen¬
dation in regard ; to legislation for
the government -of. that Territory.

the patent office.
The steady growth and increase of the

business of the Patent Office indicates in
some measure the progress of the industrial
activity of the country. The receipts of the
office are in excess of its expenditures, and
the office generally i3 in a prosperous and
satisfactory condition.

THE LAND OFFICE.
The report of the General Land Office

.shows that there were 2,459,601 acres less
disposed of during this than during tbe last
year. More than one half of this decrease
was in lands disposed of under tbe home¬
stead and timber-culture laws. Tbe cause
of this decrease is supposed to be found in
the grasshopper scourge and the droughts
which prevailed so extensively in some of
the frontier States and Territories during
that time as to discourage and deter entries
by actual settlers. The cash receipts were
less by §690,322.23 than during the preceding
year. The entire surveyed area of the public
domain is 630,253,094 acrcs, of which 26,-
077,531 were surveyed during the past year,
leaving 1,154,471,762 acres still unsurveyed.
The report of the Commissioner presents
many interesting suggestions in regard to
the management and disposition of the pub¬
lic domain, and tbe modification of existing
laws, the apparent importance of which
should insure for them the careful consider¬
ation of Cjugrea. :

: ; .- PENSIONS.
The number of pensioners still continues

to decrease, the highest number having been
reached during the vear ending June 30,
1873. During the last year 11,557 names
were added to the rolls, and 12,977 were

dropped therefrom, showing a net decrease
of 1-420. But while the number of- pension¬
ers has decreased, the annual4amount due on
the pension-rolls has increased $44,733.13.
Thi3 is caused by the greatly-increased ave¬

rage rate of pensions, which, by the liberal
legislation of Congress, has increased from
$90.26 in 1872 to$103.91 in 1875.to each in¬
valid pensioner an Increase in tbe average
rate of 15 per cent, in tbe three years. Du¬
ring the year ending June 30, 1875, there were
paid on account of pensions, including the
expense of disbursement, $29,683,116, being
§910,632 less than was paid the pre¬
ceding year. This reduction in tbe
amount of expenditures was produced
by the -decrease In the amount-, of
arrearages due on allowed claims and on pen¬
sions, the rate of which was increased by
tbe legislation of the preceding session of
Congress. At the close of the last fiscal year
there were on the pension-rolls 234,821 per¬
sons, of whom 210,363 were army pensioners,
105,478 being Invalids, and 104,885 widows
and dependent relatives; 8,420 were navy
pensioners, of whom 1,636 were invalids,
and ^784 widows and dependent relatives;
21,0* were pensioners of the war of 1812,
15,875 of whom were survivors, and 5,163
were widows.' It is estimated that $29,535,-
000 will be required for the payment of pen¬
sions for the next fiscal year.an amount
§963,000 less than the estimate for the pre¬
sent year.

THE GEOLOGICAL EXPLORATIONS
have been prosecuted with energy during
the year, covering areas of about forty thou¬
sand square miles in the Territories of Colo¬
rado, Utah, and Hew Mexico, developing tbe
agricultural and mineral resources and fur¬
nishing interesting scientific and topographi¬
cal details of that region.

TREATMENT OF THE INDIANS.
.

The method for the treatment of the In¬
dians adopted at the beginning of my first
term has been steadily pursued, and with
satisfactory and encouraging results. It ba3
t>een productive of evident improvement ftr
the condition of that race, and .will be con¬
tinued with only such modifications as far¬
ther experience may, indicate to,be necessary.

the centennial exhibition., .¦I:*? f '

The Board heretofore appointed to take
charge of the articles and materials pertain-
log:to the War, the Navy, the Treasury, the
Interior, and the Post-Offlce Departments,
and the Department of Agriculture, the
Smithsonian Institute, and the Commission
of Food-fishes to be contributed under the
legislation of last session to the international
exhibition to be held at Philadelphia during
the centennialyear 1876, has been diligent in
the discharge of the duties whieh have de-
voiced upon it, ana me preparations so j»r

made with it command the assurance that
the govermentsi contributions will be made
one of the marked characteristics of the ex¬

hibition. The Board has observed com¬

mendable economy in the matter of
the erection of a building for the
governmental exhibit, the expense of
which it is estimated wilt not exceed
jsay eighty thousand dollars. This amount
has bees withdrawn under,the law from the

appropriations of fl?-- of the principal de¬

partments, which leaves somo of those de*

j^irtment3,w
their mpec
*nd satisfsct ,

international one,and the Government being

ithoutsufflcientmeanatorender
live practical exhibits complr*~
?nrv^-.ThB exhibition~ibeiug

that its con tribntion sboalti be of a character,in quality add extent, to sustain the dignity
and credit of so distinguished a contribtftor.
Tbc advantages to the coantryof a creditable
display are, fa an international point of view,
of tbe first importance, while an indifferent
or increditabie panicrpation by tbe Govern¬
ment would be bamiHariiogto tbe patriotic
reeling's of oar people themselves. I com¬
mend tbe estimates of tbe Board lor tbe
necessary additional appropriaitoos to tbe
favorable consideration of Congress. Tbe
powers of Europe almost witboat exception,
many of tbe Sontb American States, and
even tbe moredistant Eastern powers, have
manifested tbeir friendly sentiments towards
tbe United States and tbe interest of tbe
world in our progress by taking steps, to join
witb as in, celebrating tbe ceotenatal of tbe
nation ; and I strongly recommend that a
more nations) itsportance be given to this
exhibition by such legislation and by such
appropriations as will insure its success.
Its valoe in bringing-umhk aborea-inoiime-
rable useful works of art and skill, tbe com¬
mingling of citizens of foreign countries and
our own, and tbe interchange of ideas and ^

manufactures, will far exceed any pecuniary
outlay we may mike.

TBI DEPARTMENT OF AGUK'STLTCBR^; "

I I transmit herewith the reporttof;tbe-
Commissionerof Agriculture, together with,
the reports of the Commissioners, the Board
of Audit,*,and ibe Board of. Health of the'
District of Columbia, to atl of which I in-
yite your attention. /.
> The Bureau of Agriculttre has;aCcom-
pllshed niuch in disseminating useful knowf-
edge- to the agriculturist, and also introduc¬
ing new and useful productions adajxted io
our soil and climate,.and is worthy of the?
continued encouragement of the Gorertt*
ment. ?.&*»** «H(tl ^

-I*. r. EDUCATION, a 1^. i«»01* sMIJ
..The report of the Commissioner- of Ffla-

nation, which accompanies the report of tbe
Secretary of the Interior, shows a gratiiyifcg
progress in educational matter?.

POLYGAXT. f

j In nearly every annual message that I
have had the honor ot transmitting to Con¬
gress I have called attention to the anoma¬
lous, not to say scandalous, condition of/
affairs existing in the Territory of Utah, and
have asked for definite iegislitlon to correct
it. That polygamy should exist in a free, en¬
lightened, and Christian country, without
the power to punish so fi grant a crime
against decency and morality, seems pre¬
posterous. True, there is no law to sustain
this unnatural vice, but what is needed is a law
to punish it as a crime, and at the same time
to fix the status of the innocent children the
offspring of this system, and of the possibly
innocent plural wives; but as an institution
polygamy should be banished from the land.

THE CHINESE SCANDAL.
While this is being done I invite the atten¬

tion of Congress to another though perhaps
no less an evil.the importation of Chinese
women, but few of whom are brought to
our shores to pursue honorable or useful
occupations.

PUBLIC- LANDS.
Observations while visiting the Territories

of Wyoming, Utah, and Colorado during the
past autumo convinced me that existing laws
regulating the disposition of public lands,
timber, &c., and probably the mining laws
themselves, are very defective, and should
be carefully amended, and- at an early day.
In territory wheje cultivation of the soil can
only be followed by irrigation, and where
irrigation is not practicable, the land can
only 4)e used as pasturage, and this only
where stock can reach water to quench its
thirst, cannot be governed by the same laws
as to entries as lands, every acre of which is
an independent e3tate by Itself.
Land must be held in larger quantities to

justify the expense ofconducting water upon
It ts make It fruitful or to justify utilizing it
as pasturage. The timber in most of the
Territories is principally confioed to the
mountain regions, which are held for entry
in small quantities only and as mineral lands.
The timber is the property of the United
iStates, for the disposal of which there is now
no adequate law. The settler must become
a consumer of this timber whether he lives
upon the plain or engages in working the
mines, hence every man becomes either a
trespasser himself or, knowingly, a patron of
trespassers. ;.~;
My opportunities for observation were not

sufficient to qualify me in recommending
'specific legislation on these subjects, but I
do recommend that a joint committee of the
two houses of Congress, sufficiently large to
be divided into sub-committees, be organized
;to visit all the mining States and Territories
during the coming summer ; and that the
committee shall report to Congress at the
next session such laws or amendments to
laws as it may deem necessary to secure the
best interests of the Government and the
people of these Territories, who are doing so
much for their development.

I am sure the citizms occupying the terri¬
tory described do not wish to be trespassers,
nor will they be if legal ways, are provided
.for them to become owners of these actual
necessities of their position.

THE CONCLUSION.
As this will be the last annual message

which I shall have the honor of transmitting
to Congress before my successor is chosen, I
will repeat or recapitulate the questions
iwhich I deem of yital importance, which
may be legislated upon and settled at this
session : , 7 fj, \ .. u ¦u

First. That the States shall be required to
afford the opportunity of a good common-
school education to every child within their
limits. .

j
Second. No sectarian tenets shall ever Dei

taught in any Echool supported in whole or
in part by the State4 nation, or by the pro¬
ceeds of any tax levied upon any community ;
make education compulsory as far as to
deprive all persons who cannot read and
write from becoming voters after the year
1890; disfranchising none, however, on

grounds of illiteracy who may be voters at
tbe time this amendment takes effect.

Third. Declare Church and State forever
separate and distinct, but each free within
their proper spheres, and that all church
property shall bear its own proportion of
taxation.
Fourth. Drive out licensed immorality,

such as polygamy and tbe Importation of
women for Illegitimate purposes.
To recur again to the centennial year, it

would seem as though now, as we are about
to begin the second century of our national
existence, would be a most fitting time for
these reforms. .

Fifth. Enact such laws as will insure a

speedy return to a sound currency.such as

will command tbe respect of the world. --

Believing that these views will commend
themselves to the great majority of therigbt-
thinklng and patriotic citizens of this United
States, I submit the rest to Congress.

.« V4- U. S. Gbaht. *

Executive Mansion, December 7, 1875# .

Comments upon tbe Message in Waab.
lnffton.Applications for Office.

[Speeial telegram to tbe DJspatcb.J
| Washington, December /l.MidnighL~-
There is not much comment concerning the

I message to-night. It is remarked as a docu¬
ment of some ability, and the portion of it
relating to Cuba is looked upon by all par¬
ties as good doctrine and as settingTorth the
proper position for the United States. This
is so regarded by Democrats a* well £$$$»
publicans.
The remarks on the sekoot question, reli¬

gion, tax it ion of church' property, etc.. is

regarded as a very decided / ; ;
"

^ BID FOB THBSHZSS TEEM.

The avalacehe of applications for positions
under the House of Representatives con¬

tinues with noab»tenseal; There are at least
toy. applicantsfor every pi ict?r aad at lie
utmost there are no snore than,one or tfroHa
each demand. ¦ The Virginia delegation is in

a complete state of siege, and it will T&
utterly impossible for them to ghre attention
to one fcondredfe part of ibe demands that

jure betag made nron theai. . There wtll pwK
bably be about two offices in fee gift £f each

member oftbedek^tianjaad feea^plieaots
for them are almost beyond eoijnttog. ;

^he^ae^e^ to fee

Capitol by Mr^ekey. .

i There were some apprehensions in Be-

y-"^ \ "s"'
.

who is ?h-tuaHy under' jfldifctm^woBW.
pceseat tbe nxssage to Congress, but tbJa
was not tbe case. General Babcock «;ft
here to-day for Cbfcairo,' #b«» tbe ifiqairy
will be conducted. His frfends' iteieri"l$ft

a complete explanation will be given of the
teiegiams that have forced hlia ioto aocli ft
bud scrap?* At last some one bag been
frond i* accept (be . ' *' "

. "".
r ;. ... .: i-;

. MJfTOVriXElfT OF INDIAN C0B*l«Vfla0S2Et
tbe appointment having £»Uen upon another
Smith.Mr. John Q. Smith, ex-member ef
Congress from Ohio, Twok.

In the House of Representatives, st Wash- I
ington,OB Monday-

. 1
Mr, WOOD, ofNew York, objected taMt. ,

rJf?rey^ Lonbfana, and Mr. GarfieW, of
OMo^oldwted to Mr. Goode, of Yirgmi*. '

Therefore these gentlemen were ^r»t mf,

mS»S^SSEBSESSSfflof them is entitled totfcfe seat, He said that
he did nofc-propose to raise tbe question as to
jwho was legal Governor or lidofefiafe. it
iSJ n&i pertifient to ihfe inquiry todetw-
mftie fbat question, the *ole acd exeJaifve
question being as to wbatfortn ofcretienttete
the respective claimants presented.
Mr. BLAINE, of Maine, declared that

there was no more official grwwd for *peafe-
ing of Jobo McEnery as Governor of
Louisiana than there Wds for speaktnr of
the gentleman (Mr. Wood) as Governor of
New York. - No depirtm-nt of the Govern-
ment bad evec recognized McEnery.i aod
the House last session, by a very' Jarge vote
to wbicb many gentlemen on theDemocratic
side of the House were eonsebUngj and
Uianyof-thcm anxious, that, the resolution,
should piss, bad solemnly recogniaed, Kel¬
logg as Governor ofLouisiana. And for the
gentleman from New York to make a state¬
ment .that the governqrsbip of Louisiana
was still a.matter of doubt;. or was still ia
suspense, was toplacetbeHouse laawrong
position. He thought tbattbc clerk would
have been perfectly justified ia tearing »pa3
.waste paper the credential signed by
McjifOery. He trusted that the gentleman
from New York did not wish to open the
whole Louisiana controversy on this aues-
tion,
Mr. WOOD replied that the papers in the

ease of all tbe members from Louisiana were
themselves a sufficient answer for tbegentle-
taan ; for if there was no possible question
as to who was the Governor of Louisiana,
why was it that all the members of that I
btate bad deemed it necessary to obUrin the
certificates of McEnery? They bad all
deemed it important to come here clothed
with certificates from each of these so-called
Governors. He did not propose to raise In
this inquiry the question as to who was or
was not Governor of Louisiana. Tbe ques¬
tion to be determined in tbe first place was
whether Mr. Morey presented credentials
that entitled him to a seat on this fbor.
Mr. WHEELER, of New York, said be

had trusted that tbe question as to who was
Governor of Louisiana had been set at rest,
at least until the next general election, and
regretted that for a paltry advantage It
should be again raised. Not only b?d Kel¬
logg been recognized as Governor of Louisi¬
ana by the President of the United Slates
and by both houses, but also by tbe people I
of Louisiana and by solemn statute passed
by its Legislature at its extra session held
last April. Besides, this man Spencer bad
absolbtely foreclosed himself by having made
himself a contestant.
Mr. FRYE, of Maine: Is there on record

since tbe election held in 187i in the State 6f
Louisiana a singlo official act of McEnery
except this one of signing those certificates ?

Mr. WHEELER, of New York : Notone.
; ' Mr. WOOD remarked that tbe question
settled last session had been confined entire¬
ly to the election of the Legislature, and not
to tbe election of Governor. «

Mr. LAMAR, of Mississippi, said that tbe
clerk of the House had made known to the
House tbe existence of a controversy not
only wi^h reference to the merits of tbe
question, but with reference to the prima
facie right to a seat in tbe House. Tbe
House .' was in possession of tbe fact that
there was such a controversy. It might be a

very simple and a very intelligible question,
but still it was a question of law as to wheth¬
er this certificate was signed by the proper
Governor or not. It had been crystallized
into a regular parliamentary law that a ques¬
tion involving theprfma facie rijbtas well
as the merits of 8 case should be referred to
the Committee on Elections.' 1 " ;

Mr. BLAINE asked Mr. Lamar whether in
tbe history of the House he knew of any
case where the credentials or pseudo cre¬
dentials of a member, signed by a pretended
Governor, who had never been recognized as

the Governor by any department of tbe
United States or by bis- own State, had been
referred to a committee. He trusted that bis
friend (Mr. Lamir), with bis well-known
moderation, would restrain his party from
placing on the reoordsoch an outrage not
only on State rights, of wbicb be(Mr. Lamar)
was such an exemplar and advocate, but on
tbe rule? of common decency as well. ; ; '".<

Mr. LAMAR remarked that the question
whether one of these was the pretended
Goyernor or not was the very question to be
referred to the: committee, i
Mr. BLAINE: Then I understand* tbe

gentleman to mean that this is the formal
^opening of the whole Louisiana case,and not

Imerely a question as to the seat of the mem-

per?/ mMr. LA5TAR : The gentleman simply un¬

derstands that a question wblch tbe clerk of
the House has remitted to the House (wheth¬
er or not it involves the other question, as to jj
the validity of tbe gubernatorial incumbent
of Louisiana) is a question which ought not
to be decided informatfy oh tbe mere seating
of a member, but ought to be formally re¬

ferred to a committee, and gravely and ma¬

turely decided.
Mr. BLAINE asked whether ft was not a

matter of history that lost year, In what was
known as tbe Louisiana adjustment, it was
perfectly understood that tbe vote of tbe
House declaring Kellogg to be Governorwas )

a final settlement, and whether the venera-'
ble gentleman from Georgia (Mr. Stephens),
tbe very Nestor of the Democratic J»rty,
bad not voted with tbe Republicans In order
avowedly that ft might be a final settlement.
Did bis honorable friend (Mr. Lamar) come
here now to bead a movement to trampleon
tbe other side of that agreement and to re- 1
open the whole case? 'I
Mr. LAMAR admitted that there had been

a compromise last session, and that that!
* '* 1Ta1!a»<» na fhp I

COUlprULUIfiC UIU BVIIUV VV tVVIQV -r-

acting Governor of Louisiana. He hoped
that the gentleman from New York (Mr,
Wood) would, acting on the suggestion of

Mr. Hoar, ofMassachusetts, modify his reso¬

lution by omitting the preamble and merely
referring the matter* to the Committee on

Elections withInstructions to report on the

primafacie case.
Mr.WOOD modified his resolution accord-

JLJJV vtvm v» t ¦¦¦

a Ion of the House/made the following slate*

[merit: Tbe controlling fact which, in my
judgment,required m£ to accept the Kellogg
certificates was that prior to tbenaaWng up
of the roll on the of March last there had i
been a reecgnittdn by the House of Kepre-
eentatlveaof.William Pitt Selloggltftiro]
eroor of Louisiana, and at that time he was
tbe defacta^Governor of. the 8xa£e* la.view
lot his recognition by the executive branch
of the Government, by all the departments
of the Government, and by thafrpfcr
legislative branch of the Govern®!
which the clerk is responsible/! fe$t
absolutely concluded,andtherefore1 !
the names returned bf Governor":
¦ *" . l tdthe names returned oj uufuu

wltbaubany reference Kbstftver
liticaJ aspect of tbe
Alter further dtseoilfoD, participated Jo

by Mr. RoJman Of Indian^ Mr. Batik* of
Massachusetts, Mr. Cox ofNewYorkyand
Mr. Jones of Kentucky, the previous que*
tton was seconded. The main questtea vnw
ordered.yea*, 135; nays, i34-
The question was then pal tan ibe^soli^

tfon. and It wa? rejected. ^

Mr. BLAISE, of Maine,4bea *nove$*bat
Frank Morey, ba?!ag; presented credentials
sigaed ln dusform by Governor'Eetfogfr bea*^fnas*»eiinie*. - ^ 3©j

Mr, SANDALL, of penntyivasfe,

initio® tm'wowd to ^Itboai s dtrijfclm;
o» VBglota, was next laktc up, aad Uikx>bort4Ua»rtag hns Man u> a.>«¦

[I -"v-V. ':?£ If ¦ JiiifcMitfii <ai 'iTlifr > < if¦ from jKTT<nWQlT»
I JCorrwpoudeaca of (be HScbmoad

©Member 7,Tbe -uty Council feeid ac aojoura»d see*
sion this afternoon* at wbicb & quantity o*
important busings «a<* dl?rxw«d of. Mr.
E. B. BiJor tm elected a member from Iko
Second V^ard to succeed Mr, T. L. «fobta»s.
deceased. Mr. John MeGill sabomted fcte
resignation which was acwp^, tui aooiijo
tioa beid fof bb bucces*or»^^ . j,. »j
As orctioaeee forfondim: tbe ottts*a&d|aB»

liabilities of the city iato twsds of the <&ij.
amounting to- $100,00$ was passed by %-
uuauiraeus votaof tbe Co*octt.
are to run for twenty years* and wU

'

per csot- interest pvr annm, aad i
tax ot o&e ei$bth of one per etat. te
imposed to pay tbe eeori-aoouaMo teres* o*r
tbe same and to provide* aii^isfcftwd.ferj
tbe ultimate ejtioguislsmeat of tee eaMr*>
debt. Tbe aeal^Qcu*! interest wi&beH&fi^
and tnejreatoiie raised by the^ special U£ i« to ;
be sacredlyMd apart and retaloedfor tbe
o'hcbwge «f~tbe bonda efc their msturil^Tbe arnw«e»eat to regBrded wkblfef«®jbf>
tbe community, and relieve* tbe VtafeSKB:
Committee of no little trouble a&d 4*b«*il^
protfidifigfo* tbe biMs pjjTibie o£ibe city awl
its other tioatiflg obligations*'-;; wfj' *G<? <>*
Tbe Couacil increased tbe fcumberof Htm t

privates or tbe police foraefnpk&tfrtNiaiXtt
twenty -three, tbe same to be C0tt>QMnded by
three officers. AbU» sametime ft reduced
tbe p*y of tbe privates from sixty-five dol¬
lars- per month to flity dollars* /Sim m$*lr
the officers of tbe force, issublet to *4«dBO-
tioo of fire per cent., in aceordauee with tbe;
recommendation of tbe Committee otiKeoaot
my andlRetieoehmout. nf<>
An ordinanoe substituting* paid &red#£

partmeat foe tbe present ?ol«Dteeplor»»al->
Eition was adopted. Tbe suggestion mmr
made at tbe close of tbe Council'* dratyear
of service in the annual report of tbe ebiefr
engineer, -Major W, li Jaryis. All the^
present companies are therefore distended* r
and tbe organ'zulon of tbe new paid depart*?
meet is assigned to three fire commissioner?*,
consisting of tbe following members of tbe:
Council; J. W. Goodwye, 3. T. Parbam*
and J. Andrew White. The object of the
change is to rendertbe department as efficient
as possible, and aa little expensive, as it ia
claimed that eight hundred and fifty dolbusi
can be saved every year by the substitution*'
Tbe following proxies on tbe part of tbe.

city were appointed to represent tbe stock.;
of the same in tbe annual meeting oftbe
stockholders of the Atlantic, Mississippi and
Ohio Railroad Company to be held at Nor*1:
folk on tbe 83d instant i Hon. W« P. C.
Gregory (mayor, chairman of tbe delegation!
ex officio), Messrs. J. W. Goodwyn, J,Ai;
White, R. C.Scott, and G. B. Bavei. *-
Messrs. R. T. Meade and W. D, Rarkleyi

were elected mcmbors of tbe Board of Over- -

seers of the Poor. Q
Rev. Dr. James A. Duncan, who baa been,

in attendance on tbe North Carolina Confer-:
ence, arrived in this cliy to-day on bJjLway .

homeward. W-^-yt
The bids wblcb Colonel Craigbill, the ett- *

gineer in charge of the Appomattox -in*!
provements, has lately sdvertifted in the Got*<'
eminent papers is believed to have referenced
to tbe widening and deepening of thePodp*
dledockcut, which hardly admits of'tbe safo*
and easy passage of heavier craft. The*
dredge Rappahannock, of Mr. Ferris'* fieet, .

arrived to-day from Crlsfleld,- and will at?
once reJaforce the operations of that con*
tractor on the river. ' # ;

Part of the delegation from this ctty tot
the Young Men's Christian' Associations-1
Convention at Staunton left to*day for that I
destination. >--2? Ijk
Tbe Circuit Court was In session to-day,"

and tbe Important case of Vebable of. tli8:
United States Government was called. Col¬
onel W. P. Burwell, for the plaintiff, was'
present ; but owing to the absence of Xf*
L; L. Lewis, attorney for t£a defendant, tbe';
case was again postponed. iLJL**
A dreary rain has been descending all da; '

long; ° J }KU,it,y *

.>

Dle<L on tbe 7tb Instant, at twenty minute* past'
11 o'clock, at his residence, on Second stmt be¬
tween Duvat and Baker streets, PH1LIF 8TAfiKB ;
aged fifiy-flye years. ,

Tbefnnerni will take place from Ktanes'r charcft.
THUftSDAT at 2 o'clock P.M. Prlenda aactao-,
qualntatices are respectfully Invited to attend %ritto-
out fartiiei'jnotioe.- <¦ i ' »srt 10 ,#« r.tvtfi

9

O- UNION STATION CHURCH..X
ch u rch-co n fcrciucfi Will beheld attbU church THIS
EVENING al 7% o'clock, ETery. member Is urged
to attend, as business of Importance will, be .trui**'
.«M-

f!M>' IttSS KATE F18HBR!y.*i~*H~dpBQt
andher celebriHd horse, WONDEB, will posutraly

. . appear at tile Theatre
TH13 (WKDNESPAY) ftVEJJXNQ.

in the great drama of

JIA2E£_Pi.
THURSDAY tVENlNG, "\2lli

firewell performance, when the teuitfj.
' FR&NCR BPT £tiuff --fi

ii .will- be presented.'/ >v n't : of
Box^heet at Wy^tt'a.920 Mala street. <14 8-K»l

THE EXarBiriON OF THE} G03TStii
X TABLEAUX adrerUsed for last hfWW#
at the Clay-fitreet Methodist Episcopal' ctou&ii
owing to the inclemency of the weather has batm
nostpourd to TUESDAY NIGHT KKXX/'U^.
Infant, at same place. . UMX& o(lt

Jackets sold for the 7th will he food for Ibo 1Mb:
de8-lt» i >...-. i ,

AT THE CONSERVATIVE CLUB*;
I » H0U8E, coroer Twenty>eiahth and FrankIta '

streets, for the, beiietlt of Sr. Patrick's fioaday.

8CllOCprofe«or 4GE0UGB," ILLUSIONIST.' .'
'

wlllglre oneo/ his intereetlag exhttittona ofsilght*;

WRDNEVBaY EVENING, Wecemner OUI.

Admission. 20c.; Tlcketa wJUJ befor sale. i ni :
de 4-8at.Tn<tW*

J>ICHMOND THEATRE. -'W?r
. « O4^t rinh nUTlMlAti ej?r

jffl,
of tluir 8|LEC^EMTBRTAINMSNT8

RZTIHBE atwxagrr

of Itodtv. Jh« VT iTr.T.rnAW

MBSgw2^S55f5SS»^ »m
mfff* at S o'clock. ,> ,^ ?55«j de ,-n II II ri

khV rotees. *ad

oKwbsasy
_____
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